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F.B.I. Is Desiroying Criminal
OnCases Closed for F ive Years -

Files| T

[

By ANTHRONY MARRC

Bpecial to T New Yor: Times

WASHINGTCN, March 14--The Federal
Bursau of Investigation, over the objec-
tiong of some of its agents but with the
consent of the Nstional Archives, has|
bagun to destroy the inactive eriminal|
files in its field offices of cases that have
been ciosed for five years. i

The pelicy, which was approved by the!
burea::'s executive confmence about fmri
months agn, calis feor the destruction :
el celminal files in the 38 fleld officos,
providing that «he case has heen clesed |
for five years, the subject of the Hio is
not comsidered & threat to “nationai se-
curity” and the subject does rot have
any civil litigation pending egainst the
Government.

Jnmes Awe, the F.B.I agent who super-
vises the management of its 7.00C tiie
cabinets of records, said today thet mate-
rial of substance would stil] be on file
at bureay hesdquarters hers in Washivg- |
tor: and that most of the material o be
siestroyed would be “unfounded allegn-
tiong that never resulted in Federal viola-
tiens” that were proved.

Overreaction is Seon

A rumber of agenis sald privately,i
however, that agents working an OIgan-
izeu crime cases were concerned Dt g
forriation they considered importani o
the bureau's monitoring of criminal tn-
ganizations could be lost.

“We're retreating full blast.”” suid one,
who did uot want te be quoted by name.
He sugzested that the buresn had aried
properly i deciding to limit its so-catled
“internal security” invesrigations, which
often focused an fringe political groups, |
but then had “overrezcted” to criticism|

[ NJYL in 1987,

(ron for the decision was that a2 mumber .

et he S

‘eial said the usual mathed for destruction

of the bursau, and had decided to purge
its criminal files as well.

“Five yesars from aow, we’ll have tn
start aii over again™ he predictad. "1
will be like 1957, There’li he sanother
Apzlachin and nobody will know who
they are.” Hiy reference was t0 & meeting
of sieged organized crime figures at a|
private residence in upstate Apalachin, i
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Cthers In the huresa disagise and ope
wrior officil sigpested poivasely that
the bureau mighc be betier off if many |
of its files wore “wurned bhefora they're!
read,” ruther than walting tive years. :

Mr. Awe saig that hecause only the
fimid office fiies would be destroyed there
would st bo recowds gt bheadguarters |
that would condaie summerks of eny | e
“substantive’” mfor-iation that was in! :
them L
Serasal burean sources said that a rea- “' ‘

of persoas hed begun civil svits against |
the Goverpment efger using requests
under the Froedom of information Aot
oy obtain formation that the huresu had |

Mr. Awe, howover, sail ot % was|
more "5 routine  managemest: gaeision.
e tving womanage thasy
it bacomes

smetter of cowt- sffective. e
L% hecomves k mather of | ik 2
uging resoutods to maintain Hies, when
vou don’t nesd access to them anymore.” | 77
it could not be learned immediately F
now many files are schediled to be de-
stroyed under the new policy, which bu-
rean officials said was not challenged by
the Departient of Justice. A hureau offi-

was shoedder, incinerator or chemical |
agent.,
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